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own mistress, it is nothing but the creature of the
State. It is not, like the Catholic Church, a perfect
society living a life of its own. When the test of
separateness is applied, it is seen at once to fail.
What is the test? 'We know/ he argued,116 'that
it is the property of life to be impatient of any
foreign substance in the body to which it belongs,
It will be sovereign in its own domain, and it
conflicts with what it can not assimilate into itself,
and is irritated and disordered until it has expelled
it.' The Church of Rome fulfils this test of
separate identity, for over itself it is essentially
sovereign. It has, as Mohler argued, its own
special character and genius, stamped infallibly in
its every act.117 With the heresy of Erastus which,
politically, is the Eoyal Supremacy, it can make
no alliance of any kind. 'Erastianism, then,' he
said,118 'was the one heresy which practically cut
at the root of all revealed truth. . . . dogma would
be sacrificed to expedience, sacraments would be
rationalised, perfection would be ridiculed, if she
was made the slave of the State. ' It was here that
Anglicanism essentially was distinguished from
the ideals of Borne as the Oxford Movement gave
expression to them. For while the Establishment
desired nothing more than to be 'the creature of
Statesmen/ the ambition of the Tractarians was
to force it to self-action. It was not ' contented
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